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VICTIMS OF A FASHION FAD
life

accessory—aWesterntrendpopular-
ised by celebrities such as Paris
Hilton,Adele,DonatellaVersaceand
modelMirandaKerr.

‘Thedogsare left tobreedamong
themselves intinyapartments,’says
MrsOliver,originallyfromSomerset.
‘Then,oneday, thebreeders realise
theyhavetoomany—andthatthey’re
toobigtosell—andjustgo.Alotof
gangsters will be arrested for an
unrelatedcrimeandthedogsgetleft
behind.Sometimestheseplacesare
sofilthyyoucan’tstepinside.

‘I’vebeenchasingonebreeder for
years.Whenwewenttohispremises
onthesouthernislandofKyushu,we
found dead and dying dogs every-
where.Itwasabsolutelyappalling.

‘There were hundreds of dogs
crammedintotinycages.Theywere
underweight,withterribleskincondi-
tions.Thebreederhadjustleftthem
andlockedthedoorbehindhim.

‘For thesegangstersdogbreeding
hasbecomeverylucrative.Theywere
intodrugs,gunsandprostitutes,but
nowtheyareallintodogbreeding.

‘Oneof themtriedtoattackme; I
hadtorunformylife.Hewasprose-
cutedeventually,andhewasbanned
frombreeding.Thepenaltywasafine
ofabout£2,000,notaproperpenalty.

‘Heisstillbreedingnow.Peoplehad
beencomplaining,buttheauthorities
didabsolutelynothing.’

E Ven when the authorities
arepersuadedtointervene,
the freeddogs faceaterri-
ble fate, sent to a mecha-
niseddeathrowwherethey

areallowedoneweek’sgraceforanew
ownertoemerge.Afterthat,theyare
gassed ina steelcontainercalleda
‘dreambox’.

A Daily Mail investigation has
uncovered new details of what is
effectivelyastate-sanctionedpolicyof
extermination.Atthe‘animalwelfare’
centreinTokushima,recentlybuiltfor
£16million,death-rowdogsareplaced
intoaspecial trucktobegassedoff
sitebeforebeingcremated.

The impressive building is set in
landscaped parkland with a play-
groundandpicnictablesonthefront
lawn. It does a remarkable job of
disguisingitstruepurpose.

Onthedayourreporterreceiveda
tour, some of the native Japanese
Shiba Inu dogs had two days left
beforethemetalbarstotherearof
theircageswouldslideuptoannounce
theendoftheirlives.

Seeming to have a tantalising
glimpseof freedom,theanimalswill
thenwalkunknowinglyintoanarrow
steel corridor in which a separate
metalplatenudgesthemforward.

Atthetouchofabutton, theyare
forcedtostepintoacontainercalled
adreambox,whichwillsoonbefilled
withnoxiouscarbondioxide.

The box, on which the soothing
Japanese word for ‘sleep’ has been
written, is lowered into a waiting
truck. Once the lorry has moved
calmlyoff thepremises, thegassing
begins,activatedbyavetatacontrol
desk.Ittakesapproximatelytwomin-
utes fortheanimalstodieandthen
bedrivenoffforcremation.Upto20
arekilledhereeveryworkingday.

AsMrsOliversays,‘Outsideit’slike
aDisneyland; inside it’s likeAusch-
witz.Theyhavespentmillionscoming
upwithasystemsotheycanpressa
buttontogas thedogs,andnoone

knowswhereitistakingplace.’When
MrsOliverarrived inJapan40years
ago,shewasshockedbyhowlittleher
adoptedcountrycares forstrayand
unwantedanimals.

‘Thetiny,chicdogsareflavourofthe
month,’shesays.‘Ithasbeenaboom
overthepasttento15years.Theyare
all tryingtobreedthesmallestone,
thekindofdogsyoucan fit inatea
cuplikeChihuahuas.

‘A lot of them are being bred for
unusual colours or markings, too.
Whatareessentiallygeneticdefects
areconsidereddesirable.People like
that,andtheydon’t thinktheywill
havebigproblemswiththatdogwhen
theybuyit;theyjustthink:“Oh,that’s
cute,itmatchesmybag.”

‘Thesepuppiesareshampooed,they
are blow-dried and they have their
nails painted. But their feet don’t
touch the ground, so they have no
muscles.Theycanbarelywalk.’

MrsOliver’scurrentfavouriteamong
the 180 animals at her sprawling
sanctuary is a three-legged stray
nicknamedWireless.

Hegothismonikerafterbeingfound
with a wire noose embedded in his
leg. Vets at the sanctuary had to
amputate the limb. Just one more
victimofthissickeninglycrueltrade.

Bagged: Miranda Kerr and puppy

Fashion follower: Adele and friend

Bred to satisfy a celeb craze for ‘handbag’  dogs, their only hope is one courageous British woman 

Our saviour: Brave Elizabeth Oliver

S
URGInGforward indesperation
after weeks without food or
water, these forlorn, whimpering
dogs were left to die in filth by
Japan’s notorious gangsters,
cashing inonthecelebritycraze

for‘handbag-size’dogs.
Inanotherhauntingphotographtakenminutes

afteraraidonanillicitbreedingden,thepleading
eyesofabulldogwhosenecknarrowlyfitsthrough
thewirestrutsofhiscagetellaharrowingstoryof
crueltyandneglect.

Themalnourishedpedigreedogswereunwanted

breedingstockforanundergroundindustrynetting
millionsofpoundsayearforcriminalgangs—until
their rescue by one remarkable British woman.
elizabethOliver,70,lastyearawardedanMBe,has
spent 20 years battling against their inhumane
treatmentbyJapanesebreeders,andtheauthorities
whoturnablindeye.

MrsOliver,directorofAnimalRescueKansai, is
bravelytakingonacomplexnetworkoverseenby
theYakuzamafia,whohavefoundbreedingdogs
evenmoreprofitablethandrugsandprostitution.

Theruthlessgangssnatchcutepuppiesofftheir
mothersfromasearlyasoneweekoldsotheycan
bedisplayedingaudypetshops,wheresmalldogs
with painted nails are the must-have fashion

 harveysfurniture.co.uk
 
08448 47 2626 

 
@HarveysHQ

 
/harveysfurniture

UP TO 4 YEARS FREE CREDIT. PAY NO INTEREST. 4 years interest free credit. †Minimum order value £150. 
Representative example: Cash price £1499. 48 equal monthly payments of £31.23. Total payable £1499. Credit subject 
to status to UK residents 18 years or over. Credit provided by IKANO Financial Services, Waterfront House, Station 
Street, Nottingham, NG2 3DQ. After event price for Carter will apply from 12.03.13. Please ask in-store for details. 
All products may not be in all stores, please phone before travelling. Some products may require home assembly, ask 

in-store for details. Intervening prices may apply. Delivery charges apply. Interest free term up to a maximum of 48 months. Please ask in-store for 
details. *Almost everything, exclusions apply please see in-store for details.

£499
LESS THAN 

£11
PER MONTH

UNBELIEVABLE 
SPECIAL OFFERS

NO DEPOSIT
INTEREST FREE

YOU CHOOSE.
HOW MUCH? HOW LONG?

CARTER
Comfortable 3 seater sofa 
with 2 manual recliner actions. 
Exclusive to Harveys.

after event

£1373 £699

 12 HOUR
SALE
ENDS TODAY 9PM

WITH AN EXTRA

%
OFF15

ALMOST EVERYTHING*

Page 23 Daily Mail, Thursday, February 28, 2013  

VICTIMS OF A FASHION FAD
life

Left to die: Whimpering dogs that have been used to breed puppies. They were left without food or water when their gangster owner abandoned them in their filthy illicit den

Caged: A bulldog tries to escape through a gap in the wire Behind bars: Another casualty of the craze for tiny dogs Pitiful: A Shiba Inu awaits his fate on death row

Bred to satisfy a celeb craze for ‘handbag’  dogs, their only hope is one courageous British woman 
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