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Terrorist plotted driverless
car Christmas bomb attack

BY LUCY THORNTON

AN ISIS-supporting asylum seeker has
been convicted of planning to massacre
Christmas market shoppers using a
driverless car loaded with explosives.
Farhad Salah, 24, who came to the
UK in 2014, wanted to use a vehicle
controlled by a laptop so “none of
our brothers need to get inside”.
Two northern cities had been
scoped out as targets, Sheffield
crown court heard. Iraqgi-Kurd
CONVICTED Farhad Salah
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. ﬁ § been tried after jurors failed to

Salah, of Sheffield’s Fatima Community
Centre, was found guilty of preparing to
commit acts of terrorism. Co-defendant
Andy Star, 32, was cleared of the charge.

He said gunpowder at his flat, over
his Mermaid Fish Bar, Chesterfield, was
connected to his love of fireworks.

Det Chief Supt Martin Snowden
said Salah “posed a very real risk to
the safety of the public™.

It was the second time both had

reach a verdict in October.
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PUB QUIZ

The Circuit Gilles
Villeneuve Formula 1
track in which city?

Zymology is

concerned with the
study of fermentation.
True or false?

Port Moresby is the
capital of which
country?

Live Aid was
staged at Wembley
and which US stadium?

Too loyal actor is an

anagram of which
make and model of
Japanese car?

ANSWERS: PAGE 44
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With Angela Woodhouse

SUPERBELL ALARM CLOCK ' e

L
=
Do you know someone who struggles to o » " IE 'mf/
get up in the morning? This super loud - I sl

bell alarm clock is just the job. Quartz o, o
analogue alarm clock. Silver colour _ - I ACL T
case. Super loud bell alarm with snooze %

and light. Hi/Low alarm sound settings. { 4-9 7
Luminous tipped hands. =

Requires 2 X AA batteries (not included). ) -

Measures: 8 x 14.cm x 14.5cm. oo

Now just £19.99 plus £3.99 p&p =

Sunday

arc:lm ) WEEKDAY WALL CLOCK

This handy clock not only tells the time,

it also shows you the day of the week.

So you'll never forget which day it is
again! This attractive timepiece features
black clock hands & a red day of the

week indicator.

Requires 1 X AAbattery (not supplied).

Measures approx. 30cm diameter.

Now just £24.99 plus £3.99 p&p

@ All clocks include full instructions
and manufacturer’s 1 year guarantee.

call 0843 922 5003 (quoting DMO04) or visit www.mirror.co.uk/jewellery

ALTERNATIVELY COMPLETE THE COUPON IN BLOCK CAPITALS AND SEND IT BACK TO:
DAILY MIRROR, READER OFFER DM0OO4 PO BOX 998, AYLESBURY HP22 9LE

PLEASE SEND ME CODES |QTY

PRICE

TOTAL

el Jinmacl Jsurnawme|

WEEKDAY WALL CLOCK | LYNT62

£24.99

ADDRESS|

SUPERBELL ALARM CLOCK | LYN1464

£19.99

| |PosT CODE|
DOB| |EMAIL] |
TEL NO (for queries only)\ ‘

P&P

TOTAL

I enclose a cheque/PO for the amount of £[Icrossed and made payable to Lyncroft Marketing Services

(name and address on the back please) or debit my credit/debit card for the sum of £

ool || L LD
weol L Jeew 1]

Next working day delivery charged at £7.99 call 0871 664 1450 before 1 pm. **Please add £3.99 for UK delivery, add £6.99 for overseas postage. Enquiries:
01296 641881 National call rates apply. Offer subject to availability and provided by Lyncroft Marketing Services (Reg 31500918) PO Box 998, Aylesbury, HP22 9LE
(‘Lyncroft’). Allow up to 7 days for delivery. If not fully satisfied, return within 14 days for full refund/replacement. *Calls cost 12p per minute plus your network extras.
See Lyncroft's privacy policy at www.andersonandwebb.com/pages/security-privacy and Reach’s policy at www.reachplc.com/privacy-policy If you wish to receive

information and offers from organisations carefully selected by Reach and updates from any of Reach’s publications please tick this box (1.
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EXCLUSIVE

BY TOM PARRY
Special Correspondent in Nanyuki, Kenya

s I tentatively approach the

last two northern white

rhinos on the planet, I fear

these two-ton hulks might
turn towards me and charge.

But the placid giants do not even
look up as they graze contentedly here
in the Kenyan highlands.

Encased in a thick silvery hide that
shimmers like armour in the sunlight,
Najin, 30, and her daughter Fatu, 19,
are blissfully unaware of the heavy
burden they bear as the only survivors
of a sub-species brought to the brink
of extinction by human beings.

Soon, leading veterinary scientists
will visit them at the Ol Pejeta
Conservancy in the hope of carrying
out an extraordinary IVF operation.

If it is successful, northern white
rhinos, which once roamed Uganda,
South Sudan and the Democratic
Republic of Congo, should be saved.

These gentle herbivores symbolise
a tragedy caused by human greed
and corruption.

A breakthrough at Chorzow Zoo
in Poland last month brought the =
possibility that the process that
has helped many human couples
to conceive might also save the §
northern white.

Scientists from the Leibniz
Institute for Zoo and Wildlife
Research in Berlin revealed they had
successfully transferred a test tube
rhino embryo back into a female
whose eggs were fertilised in vitro.

They implanted an embryo,
fertilised by sperm from a male
southern white rhino from a zoo in
Austria, into the womb of Hope, an
18-year-old female southern white.

If Hope's pregnancy reaches a full
term - 17 months for a rhino - the
team intend to repeat the process
with eggs harvested from
Najin and Fatu. i

he eggs will be
fertilised with
sperm taken
from one of the
last north white rhinos |
here at Ol Pejeta, four
hours north of Kenya's
capital Nairobi.

As neither Najin or
Fatu can bear children,
the embryos will be
implanted into a southern
white surrogate mother.

Although the southern and
northern whites are closely
related, there are crucial
genetic differences.

Southern white numbers
have stabilised in the wild.

“This is the last chance to
save the northern white, says
keeper Zacharia Mutai, who
has been at Ol Pejeta for 15 years.

“There are a lot of challenges but it
has worked before with a Sumatran
rhinoceros at a zoo in Miami.

“Now with only the two northern
whites remaining the situation is very
serious so we have to try everything.

“If it works. the southern white
surrogate will give birth to a pure
northern white, so all of this effort will
have been worthwhile”

Professor Thomas Hildebrandt,
leading the IVF team in Europe, said:
“The early signs are promising’

The prospect of saving the northern
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white against vast odds means Najin
and Fatu are monitored like no other
animals on earth.

They are watched around the clock
by armed guards stationed in

& watchtowers looking over the
§ enclosure on the Laikipia plains.

Devastated by poaching in some of

= Africas most conflict-riven nations,

there have been no sightings of this
rhino in the wild since 2006. Poachers
reduced northern white numbers
from 500 to 15 in the 1970s and 80s.
Najin and Fatu were born in a zoo
in Europe, but they, along with two
males, were brought to Ol Pejeta
when it became clear there were no
more of them in their natural habitat.
Until very recently, there were faint
hopes that a last remaining male,
named Sudan, might mate with Fatu.
Sadly, the match never happened,
and all hopes were extinguished when

_ Sudan died in March last year.

Najin and Fatu snort as they pad

slowly around their huge enclosure.
When their appetite is sated they doze
in the dust, rubbing themselves in the
dirt to keep cool.

They are accompanied by a
southern white, introduced to them
so they could re-learn how to behave
as wild rhinos do. They have 600 acres
to roam, in a protected area full of
elephants, zebra and giraffes.

Zacharia tells me I can stroke the
animals while they eat. I'm wary at

first, but neither animal even flinches
from human touch.

“From 8am until 4pm they are
resting,” Zacharia explains. “They are
very calm. They only charge when
they feel nervous.

It is precisely because of the rhinos’
peaceful nature that cruel humans
have been able to take advantage.

A short drive from the northern
whites” enclosure are memorials to
rhinos killed by poachers. Their horns

are sold to buyers in the Far East. The
plaques on stone cairns tell of animals
being shot by poisoned arrows at
night so their horns, made of keratin,
the same substance as human finger-
nails, can be hacked off.

One plaque dedicated to a female
black rhino named Ishrini says: “Killed
by poisoned arrows. The security
team found her writhing in pain with
the horns already chopped off. She
was 12 months pregnant.’

Last year the Daily Mirror
accompanied the World Wildlife Fund
on a rhino translocation in Kenya
intended to re-stock an area where the
population had been slashed.

Tragically the rhinos were acciden-
tally poisoned by salty water from a
new borehole.

The distressing episode proved
just how challenging it is for
conservationists to win the battle
against the poachers.

Speaking after the announcement

at Chorzow Zoo, Prof Hildebrandt
cautioned that while ultrasound tests
show the embryo transferred has
grown, it remains to be seen whether
it will implant in the mother’s uterine
lining and result in a pregnancy.

He and the other scientists from the
Leibniz Institute are part of BioRescue,
an international team trying to use
IVF to save the northern white.

BioRescue is waiting for permission
from Kenya to harvest the eggs from
Najin and Fatu. Germany supports the
project and the UK is funding schemes
to tackle the illegal wildlife trade.

What all sides agree on is that if
southern white and black rhinos are
not to go the way of the northern
white, demand for the animals’ horn
in the Far East has to be end.

Horn, used for medicine, is wrongly
thought to be an aphrodisiac and is
seen as a status symbol in China.

tom.parry@mirror.co.uk
W@ParryTom




